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Renovating for success
Fence Posts by Building Commissioner Tony Arnel


Home alterations and extensions are popular. Building permit data for the 2007 calendar year shows 28,888 building permits were collected for alterations and extensions. 

And this figure is expected to rise. This is not surprising given there is great benefit in renovating or extending a home.

For most Victorians renovating is rewarding. The latest Building Commission pulse survey shows 93 per cent of consumers are highly satisfied with the quality of their alterations and extensions work. 
Growing numbers of Victorians are also recognising the benefits of making their renovations environmentally sustainable. 
The latest Building Commission pulse research confirms this: 88 per cent of the consumers surveyed highly valued sustainable building.
This is good news as new energy efficiency laws that came into effect on 1 May require home renovations and extensions to have a 5 Star energy performance for the walls, floors and roofs. 
For most renovating work Victorians appoint a builder to manage the job. Victoria’s registered builders are well aware of the requirements for undertaking a successful alteration and what is required from a regulatory perspective. This goes a long way toward avoiding risks.
If your building work for your renovation is structural or valued over $5,000 you must use a Registered Building Practitioner. 
For work valued over $12,000, the registered builder is also required to provide you with domestic building insurance for the work.
While using a Registered Building Practitioner will lessen the risks of a home renovation disaster, it is recommended you stay informed. 

· Assess the type of work required. A builder, building surveyor, building inspector or architect can assist you with advice on the work required for your renovation and who best should undertake it.

· Ensure your builder is a Registered Building Practitioner.  Visit www.buildingcommission.com.au and search under Finding an RBP or call 1300 360 320.
· Check your builder’s work and ask for references.

· Ensure your builder has an insurance policy to cover the building work.

· Understand the building contract. It should include a start date, finish date and details about progress payments. Work with your builder to ensure it is accurate.
· If a dispute arises with your builder, contact Building Advice and Conciliation Victoria on 1300 557 559 for advice. 
For further information, visit www.buildingcommission.com.au                              -Ends-
