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Building industry leaders launch a Pathway to green Australia’s buildings

Building industry leaders have called for an industry-government campaign to promote the benefits of sustainable building to buyers and tenants.  The campaign will stimulate market demand for green buildings.
The Sustainable Building Pathway includes initiatives that will reduce the impact of commercial buildings on the environment and drive the uptake of sustainable, profitable practices and technologies in the construction industry in Australia.
Greenhouse emissions associated with the construction, operation, maintenance and demolition of buildings (commercial, industrial and residential) is more than double that from transport.  The building sector has to be a key focus of any national effort to reduce greenhouse emissions.

Romilly Madew, acting Chief Executive of the Green Building Council Australia and a participant in the leaders’ workshop that prepared the Pathway, said that the built environment offered both economic and environmental gains.  

“Australia can no longer afford the economic and environmental burdens of inefficient and poorly designed buildings,” Ms Madew said.  

“We need a shift in thinking from sustainability as a cost burden for industry and consumers, to thinking of it as an investment that will deliver not only good public outcomes for the environment but also improved economic performance and profitability for organisations,” she said.  

“There is a growing group of innovators within the property industry who are demonstrating the value of green buildings.  Value, such as staff productivity, higher occupancy rates and lower tenant turnover.  However, the broader market, including investors, landlords, tenants and owner-occupiers, are still unaware of these significant benefits,” she added. 

Peter Verwer, Chief Executive of the Property Council of Australia and one of the leaders behind the Pathway supported the communication campaign.  “The industry has the potential to dramatically improve environmental performance, but it needs the support of its customers,” he said.

Mr Verwer also foreshadowed Property Council of Australia support for the Pathway’s recommendation for a CEO Network that would commit to helping accelerate market transformation, via a new Sustainability Accord.  

“Developing an Accord would provide the framework by which CEOs could demonstrate their commitment to sustainability in their business activities, including green building.  It could also link the industry to the global sustainable business community, such as the Global Reporting Initiative,” he said. 

-MTC-

Another industry leader behind the Pathway, Daryl Browning, Chief Executive Officer of the Industry Superannuation Property Trust (ISPT) Pty Ltd, said that when the market better understands the benefits of sustainable building, there will be a re-rating of CBD buildings, with tenants willing to pay more or recognise the better environment in new and refurbished green buildings.

“At the moment, end users tend to treat their office accommodation as a commodity and focus on the price per square-metre of the building. It has also led to a market preoccupied with cost rather than benefits. Our experience is rather than be more expensive sustainable buildings are simply good business. The Pathway aims to break this deadlock that prevents the acceleration of green building uptake,” Mr Browning said.

“The awareness-raising campaign, targeted at customers, will help shift customers’ focus away from cost, while another Pathway action, which aims to build the business case for sustainable building, will help convince developers and builders that green building pays,” he said.

Other key initiatives in the Pathway include:

· Eliminate confusion in the marketplace about what is a ‘green building’ by creating a single rating standard for green buildings
· Reduce the cost, and improve the availability and performance of green building materials, products and technologies via a one-stop information service.

· Execute a national approach to planning, rating tools and regulation, in line with the February 2006 COAG resolution to reduce the regulatory burden from three levels.

· Expand the Building Code of Australia to include regulations that extend beyond energy efficiency to broader environmental performance, including Indoor Environment Quality.

· Legislate for mandatory disclosure of environmental performance of residential and commercial buildings, including in sale and lease documentation.
Adding his support to the Sustainable Building Pathway, Victoria’s Building Commissioner Tony Arnel said that while commercial energy efficiency measures were being introduced into the Building Code of Australia 2006, more could be done.  

“With better understanding of the benefits of sustainable building, the standards set in the Building Code will represent a minimum level that can be enhanced over time,” Mr Arnel said.
“Individual players, such as the leaders behind this Pathway can push the envelope and progressively raise the bar on best practice,” he added.
The Sustainable Building Pathway is available from www.gbcaus.org or www.buildingcommission.com.au. 
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