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INDUSTRY TO HELP WITH BALCONY SAFETY



The issue of balcony safety has come under the spotlight in recent times – but too often people are prompted into action following an accident, injury or death. 

An incident at the Corio Bay Rowing Club in March 2006, in which 19 people were hospitalised after a balcony collapsed, highlighted the necessity for public education on balcony maintenance and safety checks, not just at public venues but for all buildings.

Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, said to better inform and assist Victorians on the issue of balcony safety the Building Commission has released a new guideline What you need to know about – Maintenance of Balconies.

“The guideline emphasises the importance of inspection, maintenance and safe use of balconies and applies not just to balconies, but to all other external structures, such as decking, that is exposed to the elements and is sufficiently high above ground level to harm people in the event of a structural collapse,” said Mr Arnel.
According to Achicentre inspection statistics, around six per cent of Australian houses have a timber balcony or deck and around two per cent of these are unsafe. 

“These statistics show it is time to take a proactive approach to balcony safety and maintenance,” said Mr Arnel.

Considered most at-risk are houses built between 1970 and 1990, when balcony development increased and there was some use of inappropriate timber and construction without building approval. 
Combined with age, the inadequate structural design means many balconies from this period are structurally unsafe. The risk of collapse is heightened when the area becomes heavily loaded, such as during an event or party. Without appropriate maintenance and inspection, building owners could be placing their family, friends or patrons in danger.
Mr Arnel said Victoria’s building regulation system is widely recognised as a leading model for building control.
“To continue this high standard, I encourage the building industry to assist building owners by recommending the use of the guideline so they can take the appropriate steps to ensuring the structural soundness of their balcony or decking.
“Building surveyor’s have a key role to play in providing advice on balcony safety and maintenance as well as being a point of call for owners wanting to obtain a building permit to replace or build a new balcony,” said Mr Arnel.
To obtain your copy of the guideline visit the Building Commission website www.buildingcommission.com.au.
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