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How to avoid a problem in the woodwork

Termites cause more damage to Australian homes than fires, floods and storms combined – and it’s damage not covered by insurance.

Seventy per cent of Victoria’s municipalities are now declared termite prone areas. It is important that all home owners actively consider what precautions they need to take against termites.

Reducing the risk of termite invasion, whether your home is home is new or old, is relatively easy, if simple precautions are taken. The following tips will help reduce your home’s risk to termite attack:

· Contact your local council or look at the Building Commission’s website www.buildingcommision.com.au to see if you live in a termite prone area.

· Have an expert inspect your home for termite activity.  This costs between $200 and $300.

· Speak to an expert if you uncover what you think are termites.  Do not disturb the site.

· Invest in physical or chemical termite barriers, when building or extending your home.

· Chemical treatments last for around five years, so have an expert reinspect and reapply the treatment regularly.

· Remove tree stumps and the roots of old trees from around your home.

· Don’t store logs or firewood against your house.

· Ensure your home is inspected every five years by an expert, and preferably annually.

· Before buying a home, have a pre-purchase inspection done, which should include a termite inspection.

· Maintain your existing termite barrier systems.  If you renovate your home or change the garden you may break the barrier, so check with an expert.

In Victoria building regulations require all new homes, including extensions, built within areas designated by municipal councils as likely to be subject to termite infestation, to have some form of management against termite attack. 

Protection from termites in the long-term can be gained by the application of chemical or physical barriers (or both) to prevent termites from penetrating your home’s structure. An Australian Standard has been written on the subject. The aim is to keep timber away from soil contact and to encourage termites to build a mud tube out in the open where it can be more easily detected during inspection.

Termite barriers are designed to prevent concealed access and force termites into the open where their mud tunnels can be visible. Physical barriers range from small graded stone particles to fine termite-resistant, tough mesh and chemically impregnated composite products.  
For more information on the management of termites, contact your local council or visit: www.buildingcommission.com.au.  
