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MEDIA RELEASE 


Thursday 18 March 2010 
Melbournian wins inaugural national leadership in sustainability prize
A Melbourne-based world leader in green building practices, whose leadership has resulted in a “dramatic improvement in the standards of sustainable building practice” Australia-wide, has been awarded the Australian Institute of Architects’ inaugural national Leadership in Sustainability Prize.
Presenting the honour at the first people-based Australian Achievement in Architecture Awards (AAAA) ceremony in Brisbane tonight (Thursday 18 March), Australian Institute of Architects National President Melinda Dodson said she was proud to present the inaugural Prize to Melbourne architect, Victorian Building Commissioner, founding director of the Green Building Council of Australia, and now current global chair of the World Green Building Council Tony Arnel.  

Mr Arnel received the honour in recognition of his “extraordinary leadership” over the past two decades “in the area of policy development and regulation at local, national and international levels, which has seen a dramatic improvement in the standards of sustainable building practice within the Australian building industry”. 

Outlining Mr Arnel’s achievements in their jury citation, the jury said: “As governments and citizens around the world mobilise to advance sustainability, the important role that the built environment can play in this is being increasingly understood. The Leadership in Sustainability Prize recognises excellence in the enhancement of individual and community well-being and welfare, now and into the future.
“There are individuals and groups showing leadership at local, national and international levels and this Prize acknowledges that the advancement of sustainability in the areas of architecture and urban design can, and is happening through a range of inputs, all of which play their unique and valuable part. 

“It is a rare occurrence then that someone trained as an architect steps outside the conventional careers of either practice or academic work, to take on a leadership role in the wider construction industry. 

“Tony Arnel is just such a person, who has provided extraordinary leadership in the area of policy development and regulation at local, national and international levels, which has seen a dramatic improvement in the standards of sustainable building practice within the Australian building industry. 











…/more
“After initially demonstrating his leadership working with the City of Melbourne, for over a decade Tony has overseen Victoria’s building industry during a period of dramatic growth as the Victorian Building Commissioner. His leadership of the Commission culminated in the introduction of a 5 Star standard for new homes, making it the first state to achieve this goal. 

“As the longest serving member of the Australian Building Codes Board, he has been instrumental in leading national policy reform which has resulted in the adoption of sustainability principles into the Building Code of Australia, and a significant improvement in the minimum standards of energy efficiency of all building types; ultimately leading to a better environment for all Australians. 

“In addition to these leadership roles within the local and national regulatory landscape, Tony was also one of the founding Directors of the Green Building Council of Australia (GBCA) when it was established in 2001. The GBCA is responsible for the successful Green Star rating tools, which have seen an extraordinary and rapid transformation of design approaches within, in particular, the commercial and public building sectors. In recognition of his leadership with major industry stakeholders, Tony was elected Chair of the GBCA in 2006. 

“In 2008, Tony was elected as the chair of the World Green Building Council (WGBC), whose mission is to accelerate the transformation of the global built environment into a sustainable one. It is a remarkable international achievement to have an Australian architect and policy specialist leading this strategically important global organization. Tony Arnel, through his dedicated leadership over the last two decades, is a highly worthy recipient of the inaugural Leadership in Sustainability Prize awarded by the Australian Institute of Architects.”
Placing the achievements of people in architecture more firmly into the spotlight, the Australian Achievement in Architecture Awards have been designed to bring together a suite of existing annual architecture prizes. Headlined by the nation’s top architecture prize, the Gold Medal for Architecture, the Australian Achievement in Architecture Awards include announcements of the Glenn Murcutt Student Prize, COLORBOND® steel Student Biennale Prize, Student Prize for the Advancement of Architecture, Dulux Study Tour and Leadership in Sustainability prize.
The Institute would like to thank jury members Melinda Dodson, Peter Scott, Carey Lyon and Professor Deo Prasad; and supporters of the 2010 Australian Achievement in Architecture Awards – the Institute’s Principal Corporate Partner, BlueScope Steel; Supporting Corporate Partners, Dulux, Autodesk and Virgin Atlantic; and Program Sponsor Davis Langdon. 
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The Australian Institute of Architects is the peak body for the architectural profession, representing more than 9500 members across Australia and overseas.  The Institute actively works to improve the quality of our built environment by promoting quality, responsible and sustainable design. Visit the Institute at architecture.com.au
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