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How to make you home green 
There is a new online resource available that brings together sustainability information for Victorian households to increase comfort, save on energy bills and, importantly, reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
www.makeyourhomegreen.vic.gov.au contains information and links to more than 50 green building websites. There is also an interactive home that allows you to click on indoor and outdoor spaces, providing you with sustainable tips, as well as links to relevant websites.

Make Your Home Green is a first for the building and plumbing industry and supports the Victorian Government’s commitment to create sustainable options for consumers in the built environment. 

It is hosted and sponsored by the Building Commission and the Plumbing Industry Commission.

Here are some of the green tips you will find:

1. Install a solar hot water service and you could save around 63 per cent off your hot water bill while reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
2. Be aware that home alterations require a 5 Star thermal performance for the building fabric (walls, roofs and windows). Ask you builder, architect, designer, or building surveyor how best to comply.
3. Save water by installing a rainwater tank for toilet flushing.

4. Teach your household the three R’s – reduce, reuse and recycle to reduce waste.
5. Making you home greener is a good investment. It reduces your bills now and can be a key selling point for later.
6. If you’re building a new home it must comply with the 5 Star standard. This includes a 5 Star thermal performance for the walls, roofs and windows and either a rainwater tank or solar hot water service.
7. To find out more about making your home green, visit www.makeyourhomegreen.vic.gov.au
8. Save around $45 a year and a third of a tonne of greenhouse gas by using an energy efficient compact fluorescent lamp.
9. Invest in blinds or curtains for your windows and reduce your heating and cooling bills.
10. Grow you own vegetables and herbs. It not only reduces your ecological footprint, it also reduces you grocery bill and provides you with fresh food.
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