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     Media release

                                 From the Premier of Victoria 

Tuesday, 24 November, 2009 

VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT TAKES ACTION ON ROYAL COMMISSION BUILDING PRIORITIES INTERIM REPORT
The Victorian Government supports all seven recommendations of the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission interim report into priorities for building in bushfire-prone areas.  
The Premier John Brumby today welcomed the Royal Commission’s Interim Report 2 Priorities for Building in Bushfire Prone Areas and said it was in line with actions being undertaken by the Government and its agencies to provide clarity to Victorians building in bushfire-prone areas. 


Mr Brumby said the Government had taken action to establish an interim regulation and accreditation process for the construction of bunkers or private bushfire shelters ahead of new national standards, and was working with industry to implement and inform communities of the new interim arrangements. 

In its interim report the Royal Commission welcomes the actions of the State to develop an interim solution for the construction of bunkers or private bushfire shelters ahead of the new national standards that the Royal Commission has requested be ready by 30 April 2010.  

“The Government established the Royal Commission because we wanted to leave no stone unturned in better protecting the community in future bushfire seasons,” Mr Brumby said. 

“The task for all levels of government, emergency services agencies, communities and families is to work together to make our state as fire-safe and as fire-ready as possible. 

“Our Government and emergency service agencies are rolling-out unprecedented new resources and measures for the largest-ever firefighting effort. This is being backed by record funding for our emergency services.”  
In its submission to the Commission, the State submitted that private bushfire shelters are not and should not be relied upon as a substitute for adequate preparation of an existing home and appropriate mitigation measures at the planning and building stage of a new home. The Commission notes this and has accepts and adopts it as a sound approach. 
“Bunkers and private bushfire shelters cannot be guaranteed to save lives and the safest option for the protection of human life is to leave early,” Mr Brumby said.  

“It is absolutely vital that people considering building a bunker or private bushfire shelters are aware of the risks and requirements that they need to meet for such a bunker to be considered a safer place of last resort. 

“The new interim regulations and an accreditation process for construction of bunkers or private bushfire shelters are about providing clarity to Victorians until the new national standards are introduced next year.”  

The Commission has recommended that a new national standard for bushfire bunkers be available to the public by 30 April 2010 and that Victoria adopts the new national standard by 31 May 2010. The Victorian Government supports these recommendations. 

Planning Minister Justin Madden said the Victorian Government had also adopted the Australian Standard AS 3959-2009 in March, for the Design and Construction of Buildings in Bushfire Prone Areas, a year earlier than other States and Territories. 

He said the Government would now work with the relevant organisations to implement recommendations outlined in the Royal Commission’s Interim Report 2 Priorities for Building in Bushfire Prone Areas. 
“Many recommendations refer to the Commonwealth Government and Australian Building Codes Board and Standards Australia and we will work with them to implement the Commission’s recommendations,” Mr Madden said. 
“We established an interim regulation and accreditation process for the construction of bunkers so that Victorians who do choose to build bunkers or private bushfire shelters have a clear set of guidelines that they need to adhere to until there are national standards in place. 

“The Government took this action because we wanted to ensure people in bushfire-prone areas have all of the information and are aware of the conditions that they need to meet.  

“Under the new interim accreditation process, if people do choose to construct a bunker or private bushfire shelter they will be required to adhere to the regulations and accreditation process. 

“Whilst the Victorian Interim Regulations are in place the Victorian Building Commission will also undertake further consultation, awareness raising and training activities to support the introduction of the interim arrangements and to ensure a smooth transition once these interim arrangements are replaced by the new national standards.” 

Under the system, manufacturers are able to apply to the Building Regulations Advisory Committee (BRAC) for accreditation of their products. The committee will consider the application taking into account expert and test reports and appraisals. Products accredited by the Committee will receive a BRAC certificate of accreditation.  

The Victorian Building Commission has worked in partnership with BRAC to develop the interim regulation and accreditation process for private bushfire shelters or bunkers. 
In order to obtain a permit to build a fire bunker or private bushfire shelter residents need to purchase a bushfire bunker or shelter which is accredited or satisfy a building surveyor that it meets the requirements contained in the regulations. 
The 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission will deliver its final report by 31 July, 2010. 

 FILLIN “Type in Title of Release” /d 
�








Media contact:  Jessica Harris 0409 188 743 or Peta Duke 0400 176 356 www.premier.vic.gov.au

