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Media Statement
From the Building Commission
        Friday 13 February 2009
WARNING FOR HOMEOWNERS AROUND FIRE DAMAGED PROPERTIES 
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Building Commissioner Tony Arnel has issued a warning to homeowners returning to fire -affected properties to exercise caution when near their homesites.

“It can be assumed that any structure that has been exposed to fire and is still standing is at risk of collapse. This includes homes, outbuildings such as sheds and garages as well as chimneys and partially standing brick walls.

“Homeowners are at risk of collapsing walls, especially those that are partially standing, roofs and other structures that have been damaged in the fire.

“If you are in any doubt about the structural stability of your home or outbuildings, you should stay well away and have the structure inspected by a registered building practitioner, such as a structural engineer or a municipal building surveyor,” he said.  
Ends …
Anne Pavey

Manager Marketing and Public Relations
(03) 9285 6474 or 0414 394 561

