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Media Release

From the Building & Plumbing Industry Commissions


04 January 2012
Safety needed around rainwater tanks
Victorians are being urged to be vigilant about the maintenance of rainwater tank stands as many tanks are now at full capacity but not in use because of the lifting of water restrictions.
Deputy Building and Plumbing Commissioner Neil Savery says with “an average rainwater tank holding 2,500 litres - two and a half tonnes or the equivalent in weight of a fully grown male Asian elephant- an unmaintained tank could collapse with consequences for homeowners.
“The collapse of a tank stand has the potential to not just threaten the structural integrity of nearby buildings, but lives too,” he said. 

“In many situations rainwater tanks are installed on wooden tank stands. However, they need to be structurally adequate to bear the water load at full capacity and maintained to do so by homeowners,” he said. 

Mr Savery said that the Commissions recommend that water tank stands, particularly those constructed of timber, be checked regularly for signs of deterioration. “It is often not appreciated how heavy a given volume can be and if a tank stand is leaning then it is dangerous and can topple without warning,” he said.
He said that if an owner was in doubt about the structural soundness of a tank stand they should contact their council or a private building surveyor, a structural engineer or a Registered Building Practitioner. He said that only licensed plumbers were able to install water tanks whether for toilet flushing or watering the garden.

“If you are upgrading from an older water tank, which are often elevated on timber platforms, you must have a licensed plumber install the replacement tank. This is for health reasons, as well as for preventing structural collapse,” he said.

“A rainwater tank is also required to have the overflow connected to the stormwater drainage system by a licensed plumber.” 

Mr Savery said that a building permit may be required if the tank is to be supported by an existing building.

According to the Commission, prior to buying or installing a rainwater tank there are some considerations a homeowner should make:
· Before you have your rainwater tank installed, consult with your local council about any restrictions on size and site location.

· Always use a licensed plumber and make sure you receive a compliance certificate upon installation. 

· Ask your plumber to advise you on the type of tank best suited to your needs.

· Discuss installing a first flush diverter with your plumber.  A first flush diverter directs the first rainwater away from the rainwater tank preventing dust and debris from entering the tank.

· Your plumber must identify the water pipe running from your rainwater tank as “rainwater”.

· Ask your licensed plumber whether a filter is required for your tank.

· Clean your roof gutters regularly so that your catchment area is clear of contaminates and take the precautions when climbing on ladders or on roofs.

· Ensure access covers are kept closed and openings are sealed to prevent animals and birds getting into the tank.

· Rainwater tanks should be cleaned every two to three years to remove any accumulated sediment.

For further information on water tank installation, visit www.pic.vic.gov.au.  For advice on building regulations visit www.buildingcommission.com.au
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