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Media release

From the Building Commission                                         
                March 2008
Homes alterations and relocations to Star 

On 1 May 2008, the national energy efficiency standard for 5 Star will apply to home alterations and existing relocated homes.

The new requirements for alterations or relocations apply to the thermal performance of a home (a 5 Star rating for the building fabric) and do not require a solar hot water system or a rainwater tank for toilet flushing. 

All building projects which alter a home, including an extension that requires a building permit will be required to comply with the new energy efficiency regulations.

Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, says that if you are planning on extending or renovating your home or relocating a house, talk to your designer, builder and relevant building surveyor at the design phase.

“When renovating or extending, you will need to demonstrate that your plans meet the new requirements. The relevant building surveyor will then issue a building permit based on this. The building surveyor will conduct inspections throughout the construction process to make sure the requirements are being met.

“It is your building surveyor who can provide advice to you, your designer or builder. It is also your building surveyor who will ultimately determine what needs to be done for compliance with the new laws,” he said.

Mr Arnel said that there are some important points to note with regard to the new requirements. 

“Firstly, the new standard applies to the thermal performance of a home. It does not require a solar hot water system or a rainwater tank for toilet flushing, like new 5 Star homes. 

“But, there are further benefits such as increased comfort and lower energy costs, if a home renovation or relocation does include a rainwater tank or solar hot water system. It is also worth including other sustainable features, such as increased levels of:

*Insulation *Draught-proofing *Window design (including size, quality of frames and glazing) *Shading, where appropriate.

“Secondly, minor work, such as home maintenance, that does not require a building permit will not be affected. 

“Finally, the relevant building surveyor has discretion to allow partial compliance for smaller extensions and alterations where the requirements are not considered reasonable in the circumstances. 

Mr Arnel said the new standards are expected to lift energy efficiency levels, for heating and cooling, of the upgraded building by 40-50 per cent compared with the old insulation regulations that have remained largely unchanged since the early 1990s.

“With more than 40,000 homes to be renovated, extended or relocated each year, the 5 Star energy rating requirement for the building fabric will further reduce greenhouse gas emissions while delivering home occupants greater comfort and lower energy costs,” he said.

For further information on 5 Star phone 1300 360 380, or visit www.buildingcommission.com.au
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