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Media statement
From the Building Commission
Wednesday 2 April 2008
A SAD REMINDER ON BUILDING SITE SAFETY

Victorian Building Commissioner, Tony Arnel, urged Victorian Registered Building Practitioners and their employees to ensure the ongoing safety at building sites.
Commissioner Arnel’s comments follow today’s building accident where one person was killed after being crushed by scaffolding at a building site in South Dandenong.

“Today’s accident is a timely reminder to all Registered Building Practitioners to take responsibility for the ongoing building site safety.

“While today’s accident was linked to the windy weather conditions, accidents like this morning are common, there have been 29 construction fatalities since the start of 2005 and around 2,800 injuries between February 2005 and February 2008*.  So every step must be taken to ensure the safety of Registered Building Practitioners on building sites,” he said.
Commissioner Arnel said that if a Registered Building Practitioner is in doubt about the regulations which outline safe working practices, they should consult WorkSafe’s publication ‘Working safely in the housing construction industry’ available by calling WorkSafe’s advisory service on 9641 1444 or toll free 1800 136 089.  They are also available online at www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/saferconstruction.

According to Commissioner Arnel, the Building Commission understands that the Dandenong City Council and WorkSafe are inspecting the South Park Drive and Greens Road, South Dandenong building site.
Source: Worksafe
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For further information contact the Building Commission on (03) 9285 6400
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